FINAL PREPARATIONS  FOR WAR

The ammunition brought by the Baltimore was
distributed among the ships, which were thoroughly
cleared for action. The crews were exercised again
at sub-calibre target practice and battle quarters,
and the squadron finally put upon a war footing
with regard to armed watches, suppression of night-
lights, and other details. Meanwhile, we kept up
communication with Hong Kong by means of a tug
chartered for the purpose, and Flag-Secretary Cald-
well remained in the city until the squadron left
Mirs Bay to keep in telegraphic touch with Wash-
ington. Meanwhile, Mr. J. L. Stickney, a graduate
of Annapolis, who had resigned from the service to
enter journalism, had appeared and asked permis-
sion to come on board for the battle. As the Olym-
pia was short-handed for junior officers I decided to
make him my volunteer aide, while Caldwell was as-
signed to the guns.

At 12.15 P. M., on the 25th, came this cable from
Secretary Long:

" War has commenced between the United States and Spain.
Proceed at once to Philippine Islands. Commence operations
particularly against the Spanish fleet. You must capture
vessels or destroy. Use utmost endeavor."

We were ready to obey. But Consul Williams,
who had so persistently delayed in spite of my re-
quests, had not yet arrived, and, knowing that he
was due within two days, I determined to wait for
him, in the hope that he might bring some later in- the next morning.alize how much I owed to theappui. The risks taken were enormous but
